


Executive Director and Board of Directors
This year, yet again, the 2SLGBTQI+ community faces 
escalating hate as part of the worldwide tide of 
homophobia, biphobia, and transphobia. Reported 
hate crimes in Toronto are at a 10-year high, and 
more than double the 10-year average, with one-third 
being unprovoked assaults and one-third of these 
crimes occurring during Pride Month.

Governments and political leaders across Canada Governments and political leaders across Canada 
are scapegoating trans communities to cynically 
score political points, fostering greater harm and 
risk of violence against some of the most 
marginalized people. These dangerous policies and 
political rhetoric are inspiring extremism among 
corners of our society. The Canadian Security 
Intelligence Service warned that Pride events and Intelligence Service warned that Pride events and 
2SLGBTQI+ community venues and spaces could be 
targets of violence as part of the “anti-gender 
movement.”

Unfortunately, we must continue reminding folks Unfortunately, we must continue reminding folks 
outside of the 2SLGBTQI+ community that while we 
deserve our right to party and celebrate our diverse 
identities, Pride continues to be a protest that bears 
witness to the reality of our ongoing persecution 
and fights against it. 

Our Pride Festival theme this year was “Be _______.” Our Pride Festival theme this year was “Be _______.” 
The pain, sorrow, and hate that our community faces 
everyday is a struggle that boils down to our 
collective goal – to Be our authentic selves.

In this spirit, Pride Toronto continues to enhance its In this spirit, Pride Toronto continues to enhance its 
impact as a platform for advocacy in the community. 
We are participating and playing active roles within 
the broader movement, including Fierté Canada 
Pride, InterPride, National LGBTQ Task Force’s 
Creating Change Conference, and ILGA World. 

Pride organizations around the world are turning to 
us for advice on improving governance, operations, 
and impact. 

Working in partnership with other major festival and 
event organizations, Pride Toronto’s ongoing 
advocacy for fair government funding is making a 
difference. This past year: 
  ∙  ∙  The Government of Canada announced its 
  continued commitment to keep Pride festivals     
  safe, with the Budget 2024 announcement of 
  $3 million over the next two years to support 
  community safety and security needs of Pride 
  festivals across Canada.
  ∙  The City of Toronto launched the new Special 
  Events Stabilization Initiative, a one-time pilot   Events Stabilization Initiative, a one-time pilot 
  grant program providing a total of up to $2 million 
  in financial relief to local special event organizers 
  affected by rising operating costs, especially 
  those related to health, safety and security of the 
  general public and event attendees.
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There were many highlights this past year as we 
strive to make a positive impact for the 2SLGBTQI+ 
community year-round. A few of them include: 
  ∙  Continued partnership with the 2-Spirited 
  People of the 1st Nations to help them secure 
  government funding for the Two-Spirit Powwow 
  and working with Indigiqueer to improve 
  governance and operations practices in service to   governance and operations practices in service to 
  Two-Spirit and Indigenous peoples. 
  ∙  Spreading joy and opportunities for visibility and 
  representation for the 2SLGBTQI+ community 
  outside of the downtown Toronto core, through 
  the Community Connect Program, with events in 
  Etobicoke, North York, and Scarborough. 
    ∙  Supporting the work of Friends of Hanlan's to 
  install the longest rainbow road in the world at   
  Hanlan's Point.
  ∙  Participating in the Santa Claus Parade, 
  spreading a message of love and respect to youth
  and their families, including many newcomers. 
  ∙  Initiatives serving queer newcomers and 
  refugees, many of whom are arriving from Africa,   refugees, many of whom are arriving from Africa, 
  including assisting asylum seekers at 129 Peter   
  Street, hosting Newcomers Pride, and ensuring 
  strong participation and representation during 
  the Pride Festival.
  ∙  Helping seniors access Pride events and 
  festivities, especially as social isolation becomes a 
  growing issue, by supporting Rainbow Seniors’   growing issue, by supporting Rainbow Seniors’ 
  Pride at the Rekai Centre’s Wellesley Central Place. 
  ∙  Enhancing the advocacy and community-building 
  work of LGBTQI+ organizations and collectives 
  around the world, particularly in countries where 
  there are huge legal and social challenges for the 
  LGBTQI+ communities, through Pride Toronto’s 
  International Impact Fund.   International Impact Fund. 

We are so blessed to be able to come together as a 
community both during Pride Month and throughout 
the year to show our resilience, determination, and 
fearlessness against those who would threaten our 
safety and treat us as less than human, and to 
continue the fight for the freedom and safety of our 
communities, on a path paved by our elders. 

Our work cannot be achieved without the dedication Our work cannot be achieved without the dedication 
and selflessness of our staff and volunteer team, 
and the strong support from our community 
partners, members, sponsors, and government 
funders. Thank you for all that each and everyone of 
you do for the 2SLGBTQI+ community at home and 
around the world.   

With Pride,With Pride,

 

 

Grant Gonzales
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This year has brought both challenges and triumphs for the 
2SLGBTQI+ community. As we continue to face escalating
hate and harmful political rhetoric, Pride Toronto remains 
steadfast in its mission to create spaces of safety, joy, and 
advocacy.

Our commitment to operational excellence drives our work Our commitment to operational excellence drives our work 
every day. Through strategic partnerships and community 
engagement, we’re ensuring that Pride Toronto not only 
celebrates our identities but also supports those who need 
it most. This year, we expanded our advocacy and impact in 
meaningful ways:
  ∙  Strengthening Local Initiatives: We supported the 
  2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations in securing funding     2-Spirited People of the 1st Nations in securing funding   
  for the Two-Spirit Powwow and collaborated with 
  Indigiqueer to enhance governance practices.
  ∙  Community Outreach: Our Community Connect Program 
  brought Pride events to Etobicoke, North York, and 
  Scarborough, fostering representation beyond the 
  downtown core.
    ∙  Public Celebrations: From participating in the Santa
  Claus Parade to supporting the installation of the world’s  
  longest rainbow road at Hanlan’s Point, we created joyful,   
  visible moments of Pride.
  ∙  Supporting Newcomers and Seniors: We prioritized 
  accessibility for queer newcomers, refugees, and seniors,   
  ensuring that Pride events are welcoming spaces for all. 

We also played a role in securing critical funding for We also played a role in securing critical funding for 
community safety and event sustainability, including: 
  ∙  The Government of Canada’s $3 million commitment to  
  Pride festival security.
  ∙  The City of Toronto’s Special Events Stabilization
  Initiative, providing $2 million in relief for rising operational 
  costs.

These achievements mark essential progress, yet they These achievements mark essential progress, yet they 
highlight a broader and more concerning reality: the — 

sustainability of festivals across Toronto remains precarious 
due to chronic underfunding, exacerbated by the rising 
costs of goods and services that affect us all. Without 
reliable and sustained financial support, these cultural
events—which are integral to the city’s social and economic 
vitality—are increasingly vulnerable to cancellation, scaling 
back or no longer remaining free to the public.

Looking ahead, we are determined to amplify our efforts in Looking ahead, we are determined to amplify our efforts in 
securing fair and equitable government funding. Pride 
Toronto is not just a cultural event; it’s an undeniable 
economic driver that benefits the entire city and beyond. 
Each year the festival draws over 3 million visitors, supports 
thousands of jobs, and generates significant economic 
activity for local businesses, tourism, and hospitality sectors. activity for local businesses, tourism, and hospitality sectors. 
By engaging with policymakers and strengthening our 
partnerships with government stakeholders, we aim to 
secure the resources necessary to ensure Pride Toronto’s 
sustainability and growth. The safety, visibility, and 
celebration of our community depend on it.

Our work would not be possible without our staff, volunteers, Our work would not be possible without our staff, volunteers, 
members, partners, and sponsors. Your dedication empowers 
us to keep pushing forward, ensuring that Pride Toronto 
remains a beacon of resilience and authenticity.

Thank you for standing with us as we continue to advocate, 
celebrate, and support the 2SLGBTQI+ community.

Yours in Pride,

 

Kojo Modeste

 

 























NATHAN NICOLAS HOUSE OF M ULAN AW NYA BANKS
TOM M I BOY DEEJAY KATHY LADY NOVA SYDANIE

ANGËLL M ORANA SUCKA QUEEN HOUSE OF PINK LADY
THE RICE QUEENS RUDY TOM LINSON DITTO DARK

DJ FRESHKIDD HOUSE OF IM PERIUM  TIFA W INE

Community Connect

This year Community Connect took us to the regions of Scarborough, North York and Etobicoke. 
With both new and continued partnerships such as Toronto Community Housing Corporation 
and the Yonge North York BIA, we graced the areas of Gordonridge Place, Mel Lastman Square 
and Lakeshore West. Community members joined us in song, dance, food, ice-cream and 
numerous activities. A time was had, a time to just Be. 6,000 swag bags were distributed. 

Artists included:
 







On Saturday June 22nd Pride Toronto in collaborative efforts with the Ontario Federation of Labour, 
Dignity Network, Rainbow Railroad, CUPE National and ECADE hosted the 2nd annual Human Rights 
Conference. Under the guiding theme of “Be______”, the conference addressed the challenges while 
celebrating the progress and charting the course for a more equitable and inclusive society. We 

continue to affirm our commitment to “Be advocates for change, champions of equality, and allies in 
the struggle for human rights. Join us as we stand together, united in our diversity, and resolute in our 

pursuit of a better tomorrow.”
Guest speakers included:Guest speakers included:

Human Rights Conference

Pride Toronto in collaboration with MLSE hosted the second annual Youth Conference that took 
place on Friday May 17th, 2024 (International Day Against Homophobia, Biphobia and Transphobia) 

at 259 Jarvis Street. Under the theme “Be_________”,
Youth were encouraged to embrace their authentic selves especially in the face of anti-trans 
behaviours that are prevalent in today’s society. At the annual Youth Conference, we celebrated 
diversity, promoted empowerment and advocated for a world where every individual can boldly and 

unapologetically “Be themselves in shaping a brighter future for all.”unapologetically “Be themselves in shaping a brighter future for all.”
 

Youth Conference



9. SAINT VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 10. UGANDA

7. SAINT KITTS  AND NEVIS 8. SAINT LUCIA

4. GUYANA 5. NIGERIA 6. PAKISTAN

1. BELIZE 2. COLOM BIA 3. GHANA

International Impact Fund
In many countries homosexuality is still illegal and punishable by fines, imprisonment, life 

imprisonment and even the death penalty. Pride Toronto would like to help support the advocacy 
and community building work that organizations and collectives are doing around the world, 
particularly in countries where there are huge legal and social challenges for our communities. 
Pride Toronto awarded 14 organizations $1500 CAD to be put towards an LGBTQIA+ initiative. 
These initiatives included; LGBTQIA+ related training, capacity building, social events, panel 

discussions and community engagement. discussions and community engagement. 
Here is a list of of the organizations and  countries who received the funding:



Pride Festival + Street Fair
We proudly hosted Canada’s largest 2SLGBTQI+ 

festival—and one of the biggest in the world—making festival—and one of the biggest in the world—making 
Pride Toronto 2024 a weekend to remember! The festival 
was a stunning display of diversity, inclusion, and love, as 
the city transformed into a vibrant space of celebration. 
It was a monumental feat, with countless moving parts 
coming together seamlessly: bustling 210 vendors, over 
650 dedicated volunteers, informative booths, four free 

water stations across the sprawling StreetFair, 
accessibility risers, harm reduction stations, street 

dancing, and irresistible street treats at our Food Zone. 
Pride Toronto’s 2024 festival was nothing short of a 

smashing success!

Our festival footprint expanded more than ever before, Our festival footprint expanded more than ever before, 
welcoming a record-breaking number of attendees and 
drawing crowds to four unique stages that offered a wide 
range of performances to suit every taste. From high-
energy sets to intimate performances, artists lit up the energy sets to intimate performances, artists lit up the 
stages, creating unforgettable moments. Our sponsors 
went all out, ensuring the festival grounds were a dazzling 
spectacle, adding to the sense of unity and celebration.

The city streets were alive with performers and 
partygoers, as the community gathered in style to 
celebrate how far we’ve come. Blessed with perfect celebrate how far we’ve come. Blessed with perfect 
weather and packed streets, this year’s Pride brought 
incredible energy, joy, and a lineup of events and 

programming that offered something for everyone. It was 
a weekend filled with love, and we hope you had an 

amazing time celebrating with us!"



Parade
"Pride Toronto 2024 once again made history, with an 

unprecedented 249 vibrant and diverse groups marching 
in celebration of equality, inclusion, and love. This year’s 

parade wasn’t just a local event—it was a global 
celebration that drew over 3 million visitors from around 
the world, each eager to be part of this electrifying 

festival. The streets of Toronto came alive with colourful, festival. The streets of Toronto came alive with colourful, 
larger-than-life floats, pulsating live music, and the 

unstoppable energy of dancers who brought the spirit of 
Pride to life—rain or shine!

Every corner of the parade was filled with joy, from the Every corner of the parade was filled with joy, from the 
bright-eyed newcomers attending their first Pride to the 
long-time 2SLGBTQI+ community members who continue 
to lead the charge for a more inclusive future. The 

excitement reached its peak as the parade wound its way excitement reached its peak as the parade wound its way 
to a brand new final destination at Nathan Phillips Square, 
where the expanded Main Stage and Beer Garden hosted 

show-stopping performances that kept the 
celebration going late into the night. This year’s Pride 
Toronto was more than a parade—it was a statement to Toronto was more than a parade—it was a statement to 
the world that our community is stronger, prouder, and 

more united than ever before."

 

 











Audited Financial Statement

* The independent auditors' report dated December 16, 2024 on the audited financial statements of the Organization for the 
year ended July 31, 2024 included a qualified opinion as a result of a limitation in scope. The completeness of donations and 
fundraising revenues was not susceptible to satisfactory audit verification and procedures performed by the independent 

auditors of the Organization were limited to the amounts recorded in the records of the Organization.

*





In 2024, we saw sponsors across the board step up to support Pride Toronto’s festival weekend, 
which we especially appreciate given these tough economic and sociopolitical times with rising 
inflation and attacks to the rights of the 2SLGBTQI+ community. We are proud to report that, in 
total, we had 58 official sponsors, of which an overwhelming majority returning from 2023. 
Collectively, our official sponsors contributed over $2.4M in helping make 2024’s festival a 

resounding success. Let’s be clear, Pride Toronto cannot deliver the breadth of programming, nor resounding success. Let’s be clear, Pride Toronto cannot deliver the breadth of programming, nor 
support the dozens of community programs we facilitate, year-after-year, without the generous 

support of our corporate sponsors.

First and foremost, we would like to thank TD Bank as our Presenting Sponsor for their ongoing First and foremost, we would like to thank TD Bank as our Presenting Sponsor for their ongoing 
support of both Pride Toronto and the 2SLGBTQI+ community. We are grateful for their authentic 
and thoughtful partnership and overall contribution to the festival. Secondly, we would like to 
shout out our other major stage sponsors, Labatt, OLG, and Rogers for their support of the 

Wellesley, Central, and South stages, respectively. Thirdly, we would like to highlight the sponsors 
of our major zones: Adidas for the Adidas Sports Zone and Kenvue for the Wellness Retreat pre-
sented by Aveeno-Neutrogena-Nicorette. We would like to especially thank Kenvue for the over 
$900K in samples and other in-kind donations to festival goers and the 2SLGBTQI+ communities 

over Pride month, our largest in-kind contributor overall in 2024!

This year, we had some new sponsors step up as Gold sponsors: Deciem/The Ordinary and Nissan. 
They both joined with a bang and we are excited to expand on our partnerships moving forward. 

Welcome to the Pride Toronto family! 

Finally, as always, thank you to the Courtyard Marriott - Downtown Toronto for your ongoing 
support as Pride Toronto’s headquarters during festival weekend. And special thanks to CP24 as support as Pride Toronto’s headquarters during festival weekend. And special thanks to CP24 as 

the Official Broadcasting Partner of Pride Toronto’s 2024 festival.

Please take a moment to review and recognize all of our 58 official sponsors. They all played a 
major role in our success this year and boldly supported the 2SLGBTQI+ community. 

Sponsorships
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